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 The Centerville Elks open their 74th football season this Friday night. The 740th game 
will be on the road at Lakota East stadium.  The Thunderhawks are coming off a 7-4 season last 
year and were the 5th seed in region 4, (The Elks were the 5th seed in Region 2) of the 2021 
OHSAA playoffs.                                                                                                                      
 Twenty senior players return to lead their teammates after two weeks of two-a-day 
practices and two scrimmages.  Brent Ullery enters his sixth season as the Head Coach and is 
very optimistic for another successful campaign.  The players have worked extremely hard 
during the off season, preparing themselves physically for the challenge of Centerville football.  
For the first time in four years the Elks will have a new starting quarterback in junior Drake 
Wells.                                      
 The Elks return seven players who were recognized last year by their competitive 
coaches as they won GWOC honors. Nic Bruder, DB, Emmanuel Deng, DB, and Matt 
Karpinsky, LB represented the Elks on the defensive GWOC teams.  Jackson Courville was first 
team All-Ohio as well as the top GWOC kicker in 2021.  Emable Wakilongo, RB, Jackson 
Mires, OL, and James Owsley, OL offensive skills were spotlighted by the coaches on the 
offensive GWOC teams.                                                                                                                    
 The Thunderhawks return three players who were All-Conference in the tough Greater 
Miami Conference  last season.  Offensive tackle, Austin Siereveld, 6-5, 315 lbs,  and center 
Harrison Clute 6-3, 195 lead the offensive line. Running back Eric Davis was second team All-
GMC returns and poses a challenge for the Elks.  Another challenge for the Elks defensive line 
is Austin Siereveld, who has committed to Ohio State.  He had narrowed his top three schools 
to Alabama, Notre Dame and the Buckeyes.                                                           
 The weather forecast for Friday night looks like perfect football weather, clear skies, 
and a temperature in the 70’s!   Let’s show Elk Pride down I-75!!  GO ELKS... beat Lakota. 

 

The Elk’s Are Ready 

      EPND   Elk Pride Never Dies 
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 1. One of the best things to evolve in our football program is… 
The expansive outreach of our program. Our kids are involved now, more than ever, with giving back to the community, 
helping the youth in our district, and getting involved in our school. We have more kids than ever taking AP classes, 
volunteering, and playing multiple sports. Additionally, our program has taken on teaching our players how to become better 
men, brothers, husbands, and fathers. Our focus on leadership through our core values of Humility, Effort, Attitude, Team, & 
Tradition have helped our players continue to grow, evolve, and mature. Our program is tradition-rich and we have a lot to be 
grateful for, but it's important to us that we honor those that came before us, showed us the way, and have afforded us the 
opportunities that we have. We are tremendously thankful for our alumni, previous coaches, and support. Our goal each day is 
to leave this place better than we found it.  
 2. The biggest change I’ve seen in high school football through the year is… 
People love to say that "kids are different these days," but I don't think that's the case. Yes, they learn differently, and they have 
different distractions than we had growing up, but they are still kids. They want to run around, learn, and have fun. They respect 
hard work and they need to learn how to work hard themselves. Kids need us to be demanding of them and hold them to 
extremely high standards, but they're still kids and they need us to love them unconditionally and show them how to lead their 
team, their house, and ultimately their family. 
 3. If I had a do-over, I’d…  
There's a lot I'd love to do-over. I think I learn something big every year. If I had to pick one thing to do-over, though, I think I 
would go back and focus on our program at its foundation and core values much more than the x's and o's. Each year, I learn 
that it's more and more about how you do something than what you're actually doing. It's hard to stay focused on it and stay 
centered, but it's paramount and it's something that I wish I was better at early in my career. It's still a process that I'm focused 
on, and I realize I'm always learning, but I'd love a chance to go back and stay more focused on our foundation, tradition, and 
core values.  
 4. The best effort -individual or team- I’ve ever coached against was… 
We face a lot of great teams, with great athletes, and great coaches. They play hard, they play smart, and they play together. If I 
had to pick the best effort I've ever coached against, I'd have to say Fairmont. The year doesn't matter. Dave Miller has done a 
phenomenal job over there and those kids flat-out get after you. They don't care about the score, or who they are playing 
against. They just go hard and expect you to rise to their level. I have a tremendous amount of respect for the effort they give at 
Fairmont.  
 5. Sure, it’s a game, but… 
Football can teach more than just football. Winning games is a lot of fun, and watching kids work hard and excel is a lot of fun, 
but this game teaches far more than just the game. It teaches are athletes to become mature young men and eventually great 
members of society, fathers, and husbands. The game teaches mental and physical toughness and how to attack adversity. The 
game is humbling and teaches us that we must always be learning and be compelled to put in the work. The game also teaches 
kids how to be competitive. They may not always have the best opportunity, but if they want something they need to go out and 
compete for it. Every day. Every rep. In football and in life.  

 

Chat with Coach Ullery 
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Midnight Hits 
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Pickerington Central Scrimmage 
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 St. Xavier Scrimmage 
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Game Week Prep 
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Road to the Playoffs   
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 2021 Season Statistics 
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 2021 Offensive Statistics  
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 2021 Offensive Statistics (cont) 
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 2021 Defensive Statistics  
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2021 Final Standings  
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 It Was 12 Years Ago Today…. 
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 Meet the 2010 Captains 
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  The Quarterback Club offers players, families, coaches 
and fans an opportunity to contribute to the success of 
the team with gifts, works, and spirited support for 
Centerville football. We are a service club dedicated to  
ELK PRIDE in our efforts to provide financial and 
volunteer support. 
  Quarterback Club membership primarily consists of 
the parents of past, present, and future Centerville 
High School football players. However, all community 
members and CHS football fans are welcome.   

 
2022 Projects include: 

 $2,000 Player Scholarship   
Team clothing and equipment including additional 
uniforms, team warm-ups, shirts, shoes, and  player  
of the week  award  jackets. 
 
Food including team breakfasts for playoff games, post 
scrimmage meals, food  (steaks) for the Senior Dinner 
and Tailgate food before all home games. 

PHOTOGRAPHS PROVIDED BY: 

Barry Burtenshaw 
Burtenshaw.smugmug.com 

QB Club Newsletter editor:  Jim Ehrensberger 
jim@ehrensberger.net 

CHS STATISTICS PROVIDED BY: 

Mike Stoner        
Scott Lieberman 

    2022 OFFICERS 
 
Brad Mason - President  
  
Greg Kerr - Vice President/Membership 
   
Kent Owsley - Treasurer 
  
John Wheatley - Communications & Site 
  
Bill Brinck - Booster Representative 
  
Jeff Courville - Business Development 


